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KEY STAGE 4 OPTION CHOICES
2010—2012 )| |

Decisions about subject choices for GCSE are the most important educational decisions
you have made so far. This brochure is designed to help in that decision-making process.
These choices are not decisions to be made lightly. You should consult widely — for
example with subject teachers, form tutors and Head of Year 9. Parents have an
important role in advising students — after all they know them best of all.

Our options system is designed to give maximum choice and flexibility. Our curriculum
has been revised to provide a greater level of personalised provision to meet the learning
needs of our students and to best equip them for their future careers and working lives.
Our curriculum structure is as follows:

Subject Periods per week

English (including English Literature) 4
Mathematics 4
Science: (2 GCSEs) or equivalent 6
RE (GCSE Short Course) 1
ICT (National Certificate: 1 GCSE equivalent) 1
Citizenship (GCSE Short Course) 1
PE 1
Option A 3
Option B 3
Option C 3
Option D 3
30

Most pupils will gain 10 full GCSE passes, 2 short course GCSE passes. We recommend
that pupils consider a Technology subject from the choices on offer to maintain breadth
and balance in their curriculum.

Applied (Vocational) Courses are available in 3 subject areas and have proved to be very
popular. These are double awards (i.e. count as 2 GCSE passes) and are offered across
2 option blocks.

Due to the importance of these choices we are organising an evening to take you through
the 2010-2012 programme. This evening is on Thursday 4™ February 2010 in the Upper
School Hall.

You will have the opportunity to meet relevant staff and ask questions.

| look forward to seeing you at these meetings.

Mr B Scott
Headteacher



COMPULSORY SUBJECTS IN YEARS 10& 11

In order to enable the school to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum, the
teaching day will be divided into six lessons of 50 minutes each, giving a total of 30
lessons per week.

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(f)

will be studied by all students for four lessons per
week. Students will be prepared for the GCSE external examination in English and
English Literature in accordance with their ability. In Mathematics, examination is
at GCSE level, though it may be possible for students who find this standard
difficult to be assessed through Years 10 and 11, and gain an appropriate
qualification. Those students with reading or numeracy difficulties may be placed
on courses to ensure that they master these important skills before they leave
school.

Science will be taught for 6 lessons per week. It will be possible for students to
obtain 2 GCSE (or equivalent) certificates. The course covers material in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics.

RE will be taught for 1 lesson per week and will lead to a short course GCSE
qualification.

All students will follow a Citizenship programme for 1 lesson per week. This can
lead to a short course GCSE qualification.

Physical Education will be taught for 1 lesson per week and will include a wide
range of indoor/outdoor sports appropriate to the season and weather. Short
course GCSE PE will be available for some pupils during this time.

Information and Communication Technology will be taught for 1 lesson per week
and will lead to a Single award OCR National qualification for students (equivalent
to 1 GCSE). Work from Year 9 will contribute to the successful completion of this
qualification.



ENGLISH LANGUAGE
&
ENGLISH LITERATURE

Exam Board: OCR
Head of Department:. Mrs J Walker

All pupils in Key Stage 4 follow the OCR GCSE English Syllabus. The course requires
pupils to learn a wide variety of skills from the separate but associated areas of Reading,
Writing and Speaking & Listening, following National Curriculum guidelines.

Coursework and Speaking & Listening assignments are important components of the
course and are collectively worth 40% of the final award. The other 60% is assessed by
terminal examination.

All pupils will also be entered for English Literature as a separate subject. The
examination in Literature counts for 70% and the coursework carries 30% of the marks.
However, some of the coursework for the English course can be used for English
Literature as well.

The aim of both English courses is to develop pupils' confidence in their powers of
expression and to develop their reading and writing skills in many different contexts.

MATHEMATICS

Exam Board: EDEXCEL
Head of Department:. Mrs V Small

The GCSE course will continue to cover the National Curriculum in Mathematics. The
department enters pupils for a modular GCSE with the EDEXCEL exam board.

There are two tiers of entry: Higher — A*-D grades
Foundation — C-G grades.

At all levels pupils will have to work hard to make progress. Calculators cannot be
supplied by the department for examinations and we recommend that all pupils have a
scientific calculator now so that they become proficient and confident in its use.



GCSE SCIENCE &
ADDITIONAL SCIENCE

Exam Board: OCR
Head of Department:. Mr | Jones

Most pupils in Year 10 will follow the OCR GCSE Gateway Science course. Pupils in
Year 11 will follow the OCR GCSE Gateway Additional Science course. Both are
designed to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum. They cover aspects of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

In both courses, science facts and ideas are introduced which will help pupils to
understand the world around them. A range of practical, research and data tasks are
carried out. Strong emphasis is placed on the active involvement of pupils in the learning
process and the course encourages a wide range of teaching and learning activities.

Pupils study GCSE Science in Year 10 and GCSE Additional Science in Year 11 which
makes up two Science GCSEs.

Both courses are split up into two tiers:
e Foundation Tier where you can achieve grades CC - GG
e Higher Tier where you can achieve grades A*A* - DD

The assessment consists of internally assessed # $ worth 34% of the overall
GCSE result. This is completed within Science lessons and consists of teacher assessed
practical tasks and a Science in the News written report.

The course is divided into 6 modules:

%

Biolo Understanding ourselves

9y Understanding our environment
Chemist Carbon Chemistry

Y| Rocks and metals

. Energy for the home

Physics Living for the future
# LA ] # -w ( ) LA ] *

The two GCSE exam papers are each divided into three sections made up of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. Each exam paper is 1 hour in length.
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The assessment consists of internally assessed # $ worth 34% of the overall
GCSE result. This is completed within Science lessons and consists of teacher assessed
practical tasks, a research study and a data task.

The course is divided into 6 modules:

%4
' Living and growing
Biology e & green world
Chemistr The Periodic Table
Y| Chemical economics

Phvsics Forces for transport

Y Radiation for life

# b # [ ] ( ) . .

The two GCSE exam papers are each divided into three sections made up of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. Each exam paper is 1 hour in length.

There are a number of things you can do to ensure you achieve your true potential:

1. Participate fully during lessons. Do not underestimate how important this is.

2. Look out for Science revision sessions that will cover all of the modules taught in
Year 10 and 11 and include efficient and up to date revision techniques.

3. The Department sells GCSE Revision books that are an excellent support for
exams.

4. The Science Department is committed to supporting you in achieving your true
potential, however there is no substitute for your hard work. It is always possible to
improve your grades, plan and prepare your revision carefully and you will get the
grade you deserve.

5. Do your parents, the school and more importantly yourself proud.

—+

This qualification will be introduced for selected groups of pupils as an alternative to
GCSE Core and Additional Science. The course provides a more vocational and skills
based focus. Assessment is based entirely on internally assessed coursework, the
intended final qualification being equivalent to at least two GCSEs.



OCR NATIONALS IN ICT

Exam Board: OCR
Head Of Department: Miss D Jinks

All KS4 students receive one lesson of ICT each week where we work towards the OCR
Level 2 National First Award in ICT, a qualification which is equivalent to one GCSE at
grade C or above.

The OCR Nationals qualification provides our students with a high quality, industry-
relevant qualification. It is vocationally-related study which provides valuable
opportunities for students to develop skills and gain underpinning knowledge and
understanding which will support entry into work or progression to further studies through
Further or Higher education.

In order to achieve this qualification, students must achieve the mandatory unit and
optional unit. At CCHS we study Unit 22 — Creating Sound Using ICT as the optional unit.

Both units of work are assessed internally and moderated by the exam board. This
qualification holds no timetabled exam, and the units are graded as Pass, Merit of
Distinction (equivalent to Grade C, B, and A at GCSE).

The OCR Nationals qualification will be particularly useful for students wishing to
eventually enter a job role where there is an expectation to use IT and communication
skills, liaise with customers and carry out ICT operational roles.

Students are encouraged to use a USB Memory Stick to back up their work whenever
possible, and to enable easy transfer of work between school and home.

Please see Miss Jinks in N8c for further details.



GCSE SHORT COURSE

CITIZENSHIP STUDIES
Exam Board: OCR
Head of Department: Miss S Millward

Citizenship Studies is statutory subject within the National Curriculum and is taught to all
students at Cannock Chase High School. Form tutors at Key Stage 4 deliver the subject,
for one lesson a week. Citizenship Studies is centred on our rights and responsibilities as
citizens within our local, national and global communities. Key themes of the course
include the work and role of Parliament and Government, the economy, criminal and civil
law, consumer and employment rights and responsibilities, the work of the UN,
Commonwealth and European Union and global issues such as Third World Debt and
Climate Change.

All students will sit the same examination paper. The paper will be taken in the summer
of Year 11 and lasts 1 hour. The examination paper accounts for 40% of the marks.

os s -
e Identity, Democracy and Justice;
e Understanding our Role as Citizens.

e Section A is composed of multiple choice and short answer questions examining
the knowledge and understanding of the course;

e Section B is a short answer section composed of questions that examine the
students’ enquiry and communication skills. The students are provided with
documents to support them in this section;

e Section C is composed of one essay question which is designed to examine the
pupils’ participation and responsible action.

# 3 +

The controlled assessment carries 60% of the mark.

This will be a school based assignment. It will be a Citizenship campaign relating to
rights and responsibilities.

The controlled assessment will be undertaken during the spring and summer term of
Year 10.



THE OPTION SUBJECTS

Choosing Subjects

Pupils and parents are asked to read carefully through the remainder of this booklet and
look thoroughly at the resource material which pupils have gained during tutorial
sessions. All Option Courses will lead to GCSE qualifications if the pupil completes all
the requirements of the course.

Remember: ./+01 + 23 4003 5 2, + 3 5

As you read the booklet each pupil must make sure they think about the following:

1. What is the content of the courses | am about to choose?

2. Are there any new subjects that | have not studied before which look interesting?
3. What method of study does each course use?

4. Will the subject involve me in any expense for equipment, materials or

expeditions?

Making a Choice

The choice of subjects for study in Years 10 and 11 is wide ranging and it is important
that you give careful thought to the choices that you can make.

2 23 2 2
5236 choose a subject just to be with your friends - you may well be in different
groups.
5236 choose a subject just because you like the teacher - you may not be taught
by them.
52 choose a subject that you are interested in and that you enjoy.
52 ask for advice from parents, subject teachers, form tutors and the Head of

Year.
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OPTION SUBJECTS AVAILABLE
AT GCSE LEVEL

Art & Design

Business Studies

Drama

Food Technology

Geography

History

Home Economics: Child Development
Modern Languages

Music

Physical Education

Religious Studies

Technology

Textiles

Maths Statistics (for high achieving Maths students)

Enterprise & Working Life Package (for employment focussed students)

DOUBLE AWARD APPLIED
GCSE OPTION SUBJECTS

BTec Art and Design (Double Award) —
n.b. Cannot be taken with Art GCSE

BTec Health and Social Care (Double Award) —
n.b. Cannot be taken with Child Development GCSE

OCR Level 2 National in ICT (up to 4 GCSE equivalent qualification in ICT) -
n.b. This qualification is graded as Pass, Merit, Distinction.
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ART & DESIGN \;%
PAS

Exam Board: OCR
Head of Department: Mrs L Day

Course alternatives in Art and Design are as follows:

' + 5 allows pupils the opportunity to study the subject to a
considerable depth of understanding and acquire a high level of skill in a range of drawing
and painting media, relief construction, printmaking, the use of textiles materials, IT and a
range of graphics processes. Pupils will work on a mixture of short exercises and longer
projects requiring practical and theoretical research. Short exercises will centre on
experimentation with materials and processes.

The development of skills in drawing and painting will form the basis of all the work both
for the purpose of recording from observation and as a means of developing personal
expression. Pupils will also be expected to develop ideas independently in a range of
media and develop skills in the use of reference and resource materials. The
development of skills in critical judgement and investigation and research into the
characteristics of art and design to make connections with their own work, is also an
important aspect of the course.

Homework will be set and will involve the production of drawings and other visual studies,
as well as research which may require written information.

At the end of the course candidates will submit a course work portfolio for assessment

(60% of final grade) and undertake an externally set assignment/exam (40% of final
grade).

10



BUSINESS STUDIES

Exam Board: EDEXCEL
Head of Department:. Mrs M Jones

/ - Small , *

Focus on Small businesses and traces the whole process through:
. idea - customer needs, enterprise, research;

. setup - planning, finance, staff, marketing, ownership;

« running — problems, external influences, law, tax, the economy.

¥ - %
Some of the basics about business:
« The need for customers — primary importance;
. Who these customers are and how they behave;
« Who else is in the market — competitors;
. The importance of adding value;
. Looking at a franchise as an option for a business start-up.

*7- H
The skills and qualities needed to get the idea off the ground.
. What is enterprise?
« Creative thinking
. Key questions to ask - Why? Why not? What if?
. The difference between innovation and invention
« The principle of calculated risk — the risk/ reward ratio
« Other enterprise skills — planning, thinking ahead etc.

*8- %
The mechanics of getting the business up and running.
. Key objectives when starting a business — financial and non-financial.
. The personal qualities needed to survive.
. The fundamentals — costs, revenues and profits/losses.

9- 8 : )

Once the business is launched — making it work!

. The importance of focusing on customer needs - product, the sales experience, after
sales care.

« Getting the marketing mix right.

. The factors determining the decision of the type of business organisation — limited and
unlimited liability.

. Legal and tax issues — at a basic level for small businesses.

. The importance of customer service in getting customers to come back again and
again.

. Staff issues — motivation and training — for a business.

11
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The effects of external issues on a small business.
. Markets — demand and supply and how its affects commodity prices and thus small
business costs.
. Changes in interest rates — the effect on small businesses.
. For companies trading abroad — the effect of changing exchange rates.
« Changes in the level of economic activity.
. Making decisions and stakeholders.

Assessment

Unit 1:

. Objective test — Completing tables, questions based on small business scenario,
matching exercises etc

« Exam will be June of Year 10 (worth 25%)

. Can be retaken once — best result counts

Unit 2:

. Controlled Assessment (worth 25%)

« 5 questions based on each of the sub sections of Unit 1 content set by Edexcel —
changed each year.

« Pupils have r research time with light supervision which can be done in the classroom
or outside for up to 6 hours.

« Writing up time — under controlled conditions — up to 3 hours.

Unit 3:

. Externally assessed (worth 50%) and builds upon the content taught in Unit 1 with the
focus on building a business.

« One and a half hours in length.

« Marks out of 90.

« Mix of question types.

Want to find out more or discuss it further? Please see Mrs Jones in N Block.

12
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DRAMA ’;5 -
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Exam Board: EDEXCEL
Head of Department: Miss J Rafferty

The Drama GCSE Course has been designed to extend pupils’ dramatic skills already
gained at Key Stage 3. It also provides a sound foundation for Drama at 'A’ level.

# $-60%
/ 2 -5 / #-5
The use of Drama to explore ideas and « The exploration of a complete and substantial
issues in response to stimulus material play chosen by the teacher.
selected from different times and cultures. | . Evaluation of a live theatre performance.
A practical workshop approach will be used.

Teacher assessed practical work supported by a portfolio of documentary evidence. Final
coursework is completed at the school, within controlled conditions.

—40%
Externally assessed exam of one of the following options:
5) 5)

Students Students Students perform a Students offer one of the following:
perform a play | perform a devised play, whichhas | e Costume
that they have | published grown out of work on a e Mask/Make Up
devised play. published play. The final | « Set Design
themselves performance will be a e Lighting

mixture of script and e Sound

original devised ideas.
Students following this course will expect to:
a) Develop their concentration
b) Increase their awareness of people, situations and surroundings.
c) Develop their imaginative ideas in a practical way (sometimes alone and

sometimes as part of a group)

d) Extend their physical awareness and vocal control.

e) Develop more self-confidence

f) Build up a bank of technical knowledge and skills, e.g. use of lighting/sound
equipment, make-up etc

Communication is the central focus of all work. Students have the opportunity to explore
as many different methods of communication as possible. This may include:
improvisation, mime, movement, role play, the spoken word, the written word, video tape,
audio tape, photographs, set design, costume design, lighting etc.

The days when Drama was seen be employers as being a ‘soft’ option are long gone.
Indeed, some, such as nursing colleges and the police force, are now stating a
preference for it. With the growth of management consultancies using Drama techniques
to improve efficiency in the workplace, the value of the skills learned from the subject to a
potential employer are obvious.

Dramatic experience is not essential but enthusiasm is; practical sessions at GCSE are
enjoyable but can also be very intense and challenging.

13




Foob TECHNOLOGY

Exam Board: AQA
Head of Department: Miss P Williams

Food Technology is a two-year course leading to a GCSE in Design and Technology
Food. This is a practical subject area requiring the students to respond to a design
problem by researching the task and developing a solution. The course looks at how the
food industry designs and develops new products in response to consumer demand.
Industrial processes will be applied to practical work. A feature of the course will be to
develop a critical awareness of how the food we eat reaches our plate and whether it
meets our needs, makes good use of resources and is safe and fit to eat. Nutrition will
form a key part of the course.

Throughout Year 10 students will practice their practical skills through a series of design
and make tasks. They will be required to bring to school on a regular basis the
ingredients for the dishes they design and make. Students will be required to organise
their time and resources successfully in order to do this.

As well as being practically orientated the course also has a strong theory element.
Assessment of the course is made up of a major project, which carries 60% of the final
grade and an examination making up 40%. There is one level of entry for the
examination which lasts for 2 hours.

The theme for the major project will be decided by the pupils from a series of tasks set by
the examination board. This will involve up to 45 hours of work by the students and will
consist of made items and a design folder.

Pupils will tackle the different aspects of the specification through the investigation of
individual units of study. Each unit of study will be supported by a structured homework
programme. Homework provides an essential part of the course. It enables students to
take responsibility for their own learning outside the classroom.

The course is demanding offering an in-depth look at Food Technology in an exciting and
simulating environment.

14



GEOGRAPHY

Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus A
Head of Department:. Mrs W Savage

The Geography Department are thrilled to welcome all budding Geographers to our NEW
GCSE Course to what promises to be a very exciting year.

Geographers make a world of difference.

e 1 1

4 % <

Everybody is welcome to study GCSE Geography. However, the course is particularly
suited to those pupils who have an enquiring mind and want to know more about the
world we live in. Geography is one of the most, broad ranging courses, where you will
gain knowledge in a wide range of issues therefore this makes you very employable and
a very interesting person!

Remember it’s a big world out there!

Some questions to ask yourself:

e Do you have an interest in different places around the world?

Do you like or want to travel?

Does Geography at the movies float your boat?

Can you find your way from A to B and enjoy using maps?

Do you enjoy using the latest Geography ICT software such as: Google Earth,
Microsoft Live, Geo Data Bases, digital camera’s?

e Do you like fieldtrips?

e Do you want to be highly employable?

e Do you want to study a really enjoyable course?

4 # <

You will study two units in Y10 and two units in Y11, that’s four topics each year, which
should give us plenty of time to make your lessons interesting and make sure your
knowledge is in top tip shape ready for the big exam!

Section A | Geographical $ =
Skills Never get lost again!
Section B | Challenges for x
the Planet How much are you personally responsible for global

warming? Calculate your own carbon footprint. Will the
world get hotter?

15



/ 7
Section A | The Natural # > ? ) 7t
Environment

Everybody’s favourite

Section B 14 4 % 14 4 A
Never will you see how much Geography is relevant to
your everyday life.

/ 8

Section A | The Human

Environment All about the way we live, think population explosions
and is there enough space for everyone?

Section B 2

Is migration into our country and others a good thing?
Have your say: You may be surprised!

/ 9

Section Coursework A z

A/B The stuff legends are made of!
> H#E % <

3 x 1 hour examinations (One exam per unit) Each worth 25% of your grade.

1 x coursework, worth 25% of your GCSE grade.

There may be the opportunity to take these exams on a modular basis, which means after
you have studied the work you will take your examination OR all exams can be taken in
the Summer of Year 11.

1

There are hundreds of jobs which a GCSE in Geography can lead to. Never have
Geographers been so in demand due to the Governments agenda on climate change and
energy. Geographers are known to be practical people with a wide knowledge base and
as a result are highly employable

4 <

Come and visit us in the Geography Department and we’ll only be
about our exciting new course with you.

See you next year
The Geography Department

16



HISTORY

Exam Board: OCR

Head of Department:. Mrs J Ball

4 > H <

The title of the course is 4 B * The course

offers an exciting study of important events and characters which have shaped the world
we all live in. We will investigate some of the key historical issues of the last century,
such as

How did Hitler get into power? Did we treat Germany too harshly in 19197

What was the Night of the Long Could Britain have done more to prevent
Knives? conflict during the 1930s?

Who burnt down the Reichstag? Why was there a revolution in Russia?

What were the causes of the Second How did teenagers and students behave in
World War? the 1960s?

How did the Nazis control Germany? How were women discriminated against in
How did the Depression affect Europe?  the 1960 and early 1970s

> HH H <

Well, we have chosen this course not simply because it is a fascinating and important
period of history to study. Another reason is that this period allows us to look at many
different types of historical sources.

Newspaper reports, cartoons, photographs, video and film are all used as we, the
historians, search for the truth. In History lessons everyone will be provided with
handouts and notes to study, where appropriate.

Six specialist rooms provide an excellent teaching base to deliver the curriculum. The
History resource area allows access to computer facilities alongside specialist books
designed to support pupils seeking the higher grades.

> HH#E S H O OHH <

This is very important. Regular essays will further improve vital historical skills and all

pupils will be using past papers which provide an opportunity to practice examination
techniques. In this way you will gain that essential ingredient for success which is the

+
There will be two examination papers. In addition to this, there will be one piece of

coursework worth approximately 25% of the total mark. Coursework will be completed in
school in controlled conditions and will be marked by your teachers.

17
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If you use your ability to work hard then # % = We are very proud of
our performance at GCSE. Each year we anticipate that many of these pupils will
progress onto our 6th form course.

pal # > < <

The $  you will acquire and improve are absolutely C +0 to you. )
H # *

- the ability to analyse and organise information.

- the ability to make good judgements and decisions.
- the ability to be critical and use your initiative.

- the ability to communicate, enlighten and ACHIEVE.

4 # <
Talk to any of the History teachers. Ask about coursework and ask to see some of the

text books used during the course. Invite Mrs Ball into your lesson to answer your
questions.

18



HoME ECONOMICS: ; WQL ~<
CHILD DEVELOPMENT (,) N}
—
Exam Board: OCR
Head of Department: Miss P Williams

This course seeks to encourage a caring attitude for the overall needs of young children through
the study of their general development from 0-5 years.

The subject will help pupils to develop an awareness of their responsibilities in family life and is
also linked with related post 16 courses in the 6" form, at Stafford College, and Cannock
College.

Throughout the two years of the course, pupils will have direct contact with the community
outside the school through visits to local nurseries.

The areas covered by the syllabus are:

Family and Parenting

Preparation for pregnancy and birth

Physical development

Nutrition and health

Intellectual, social and emotional development
Community support.

9 & # $ *
This consists of:
+ + — which will be based on a theme provided by the exam board.
The child study task will assess the skills of research, selecting and justifying choices, planning,
practical work and evaluation. This task should take approximately
22 hours to complete. The age of the child studied can be from new-born to 5 years of age. This
piece of work constitutes 30% of the final marks for GCSE.

$ _— which will be taken from a list provided by the exam board. The
Short tasks will assess the skills of planning, investigation skills, practical work and evaluation.
Each short task should take 7 hours to complete. The three short tasks
constitute 30% of the final marks for GCSE.

The remaining 40% of the marks are awarded from an examination, which is 1hr 30mins in
duration. Questions will cover all aspects of the syllabus.

Homework is set regularly and must be completed and handed in on the due date or sanctions
will be applied.

Pupils will take an examination in Year 10, a ‘mock’ examination in Year 11, as well as the final
GCSE examination.

Miss Williams is available at lunchtimes to help if required.

19



MODERN LANGUAGES 4
FRENCH — GERMAN?* . C

(*available only to pupils who have started German in Year 9)

Exam Board: WJEC French and German (GCSE Two-Year Course)
Head of Department:. Mr D B Smith

4 % 0 -5 6 ) % $ <

e Many foreigners speak some English well, but more people in the world cannot speak
a word of it!

e Many speak English poorly or not at all, particularly away from the major cities.

e As European links grow, more employers require workers who can speak another
language for international trade and communication.

D 9 -

Challenging
Stimulating
Varied
Enjoyable

You will learn:

e to speak, read, write and understand

e to appreciate different customs and different ways of doing things
e to develop ICT skills in a foreign language

e to extend your language -learning skills for further study.

s D 9 <

Your teacher will expect you to:

e support her/him in lessons by co-operating with excellent behaviour and a high level of
concentration

e complete all homeworks set by the given deadline

e to use your target grade as a basis for improvement

e to complete regular GCSE type assessments

In return your teacher will: -

e provide you with teaching of high quality

e ensure regular and consistent contact

e be fully committed to your personal success

> H $ D o<

It is a good idea to ask yourself these questions: -

e have | enjoyed Languages in Year 9 ?

e have | found the learning not too difficult?

e do | enjoy a challenge and am | prepared to work hard?

20
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The examination allows pupils to show that they are able to understand spoken
French/German in a variety of situations.

Use will be made of box ticking, multiple choice and matching as well as written
responses in English.

All questions are in English.

$
Pupils do two tasks. They will comprise:
A - Structured conversation (4-5 minutes) based on GCSE Topics.
Frameworks for the structured conversation will be provided or centres may create their
own frameworks based on the interests of each candidate.
B - Giving a presentation (5-7 minutes)
A free choice of topic presented by the candidate (1-3 minutes) followed by discussion of
the presentation (3-4 minutes).
Tasks will be recorded and assessed by the classroom teacher and a sample sent to
WJEC for moderation.
a4
Pupils must complete two tasks and complete all work under direct supervision within one
session.
Dictionaries will be allowed and candidates will have access to notes which they have
prepared prior to the session that will be submitted with their work. Work may be
produced by IT but without online grammar and spell checks.

All work will be sent to WJEC for marking.
Remember!

You have already done a lot of work towards GCSE in Key Stage 3. All the work done in
Years 7, 8 and 9 will be of use to you in Key Stage 4.

21



Music 3 J]

Exam Board: OCR
Head of Department:. Mr H Lloyd

GCSE Music is built around the areas of Performing, Composing and Listening.
The focus for learning in these areas are provided by four areas of study:

My Music

Shared Music

Dance Music
Descriptive Music

Performing Coursework

Performing both solo and in a group on a chosen instrument or voice and in any style.
You will play an appropriate piece according to your ability. — 30%. It is advisable to
have an instrument at home in order to practise.

Composition coursework

One piece will be based on an area of study and a second piece will be free. You will be
given plenty of guidance during lessons. You can make up pieces of music using
instruments and will have access to the recording technology available in school. - 20%.

Listening
A written exam paper taken at the end of Year 11 based on recorded extracts of music in

various styles and from different parts of the world — 25%

Appraising
You will write about 2 pieces of music that you have either performed or composed —
10%.

Creative Task
Sit one practical test at the end of the course composing a short piece of music in a short
period of time - 15%.

You should seriously consider Music as a GCSE subiject if:
- you play and own an instrument or an experienced singer;
- you have a keen interest in a variety of styles of Music;

- you have imagination and creative ability;

- you want to include Music in your life or as a career

It is very important to realise that practical skills which involve performing in some way are
an essential part of this course.

Pupils who have instrumental lessons must maintain their attendance and commit
themselves to regular practice every week throughout the course.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Exam Board: EDEXCEL
Head of Department: Miss J R Simpson

The course consists of both practical and theoretical elements of physical education.

Pupils will receive three periods of GCSE Physical Education in addition to the existing
one period, which all pupils currently receive.

Practical — 48% Internal assessment under controlled conditions. Externally Moderated
Pupils will undertake practical courses in all major sports. Their best four assessments
from at least two National Curriculum areas will be chosen. As well as choosing activities
they wish to perform as a player/participant, students may also select the role of leader or
official. However they must be assessed in at least two activities as a player/participant

Analysis — 12%. Pupils will choose 1 sport to analyse.
National Curriculum areas including

Outwitting opponents e.g. games activities

Accurate replication e.g. gymnastic activities

Exploring and communicating ideas e.g. dance activities

Performing at maximal levels e.g. athletic activities

Identifying and solving problems e.g. outdoor and adventurous activities
Exercising safely and effectively e.g. fithess and health activities

Failure to complete all elements of the practical coursework, unless through genuine
injury, could result in a non-entry in the final exam.

Theory - 40% Externally assessed. 1hour 30 min examination.

The content is taught in one lesson per week which will predominantly be a classroom
lesson. The students will cover two sections

e 1:1 Healthy and active lifestyles
e 1:2 Your healthy, active body

Pupils who decide to opt for GCSE PE must have shown a positive attitude towards the
subject and should understand the need to work hard in both practical and theory
throughout their two years.

A full breakdown of course components, including the list of available activities for
assessment, are available on request.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS

Exam Board: OCR
Head of Department: Miss N Able

All Key Stage 4 pupils will study the short course option of this course. If pupils opt for it
they will study twice as many topics as those studying Short Course RE.

4 & <

Religious Studies Philosophy and Ethics is designed for all pupils, whether they are
religious believers or not. You would enjoy the course if:

- You like finding out about other people's beliefs.

- You enjoy studying different points of view about how to live a good life.

- You like discussion.

- You enjoy thinking about your own opinions and working out your own answers.
- Enjoy thinking deeply about issues.

4 # <

The course involves studying philosophy and ethics across a number of religions. Topics
include:

- Philosophy 1 — Deity, Religious and Spiritual Experience and End of Life

- Philosophy 2 — Good and Evil, Revelation and Science

- Ethics 1 — Relationships, Medical Ethics and Poverty and Wealth

- Ethics 2 — Peace and Justice, Equality and Media

4 H SH <

GCSE Religious Studies is a broad course in which a variety of teaching methods are
used to challenge and encourage pupils to think. Activities include written work, research,
using ICT, discussion, group work, visits to places of worship and drama.

> #H#H# % <

There are four end of course examinations (each one worth 25% of the marks). Each
exam lasts 1 hour.

1 <

Yes, Cannock Chase High School has strong and successful AS and A2 courses. The
course consists of modules on Philosophy of Religion and Religious Ethics.
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TECHNOLOGY

Exam Board: AQA
Head of Department: Mr J Routledge

In Years 10 and 11 you will have the option to study Design and Technology at GCSE
level. The course lasts two years and you will have the opportunity to achieve grades of
A*to G.

Both courses are spilt into two units:

Unit 1: Written Paper

— 2 hours (120 marks/40%)

— Candidates answer all questions in two sections
— Pre-release material issued

— Single tiered assessment to cater for all students

Unit 2: Design & Making practice

— Approximately 45 hours (90 marks/60%)
— Consists of a single design and make activity selected from a range of board set
tasks

You may choose from the two available courses:
1 Design and Technology — Resistant Materials
2 Design and Technology — Graphic Products

Before making your choice you need to consider your likes, preferences and strongest
skills. You may also wish to consider which course might be of greater use in future
education or choice of career.

What the courses involve

5 ! You will learn how to design
products and manufacture them using a range of materials including natural timber,
manufactured boards, metals and plastics. You will study design methods and the
techniques and technologies involved in using different materials to make different items.
You will be expected to design and make a product which meets the need of an identified
customer.

7 5 Pes You will learn how to design and
manufacture products using a range of modelling and presentation materials. Such
products might include promotional items, packaging systems and three dimensional
scale models of products, buildings or environments. You will study design methods and
the techniques and technologies employed in industry to make both promotional items
and the actual items that they represent.
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Both courses have a theory element, together with a major designing and making project.
The major project accounts for 60% of the GCSE mark — the remaining 40% being made
up from a written examination at the end of Year 11. There is an element of computer
aided design and manufacturer (CAD/CAM) in both courses.

The courses are demanding but will reward a determined effort with a fine sense of
achievement. Students will be invited to attend a Technology Club, where their work can
be continued in a more relaxed after school atmosphere. Students who demonstrate an
affinity with the Design and Technology ethos will be encouraged to take their studies
further by progressing to the AS and A2 level Product Design course.

For further information, please see any member of the Design and Technology teaching
staff.
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TEXTILES

Exam Board: AQA
Teacher in Charge: Mrs P Wiley

GCSE Technology Textiles enables pupils to develop knowledge and understanding of a
range of textiles media suitable for surface decoration. Knowledge of fabrics and
methods of constructing products are acquired during the course, as well as
manufacturing processes, techniques and technologies as appropriate.

Through the development of a range of drawing, painting and mixed media techniques,
pupils will be expected to develop designs that are based on research, testing and
functional need. The use of reference and resource material to stimulate ideas and build
knowledge and understanding will be necessary, including ICT. The ability to judge
critically, investigate and research will be an integral part of the design process.
Following the design process, pupils will make their proposed designs into textile
products.

During Year 10 pupils will work on a short project and short focused tasks to build up the
required level of knowledge, understanding and skills. Pupils will learn the process of
planning, designing, analysing, modification, making and evaluation in developing a final
made product.

During Year 11 pupils will undertake a final single design and make activity which is
selected from a range of board set tasks. These are usually set to fit fashion or furnishing
route. Fashion includes clothing and accessories. Furnishings are textile products that
enhance indoor and outdoor spaces and environments.

Homework will be set on a regular basis and may be both practical and theoretical. A
portfolio and sketchbook will be provided. At the end of the course, pupils will produce a

major coursework project (controlled assessment) (60%) and sit a written exam (40%).
There is one single tier of entry for examination.

Any further enquiries about this course to Mrs P Wiley or Mrs J Hilton.
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EDEXCEL LEVEL 2 BTEC FIRST \*\\%‘j
CERTIFICATE IN ART & DESIGN aj

&

Exam Board: EDEXCEL
Teacher in Charge: Mrs J Hilton

BTEC Art & Design is a double award subject where you gain the equivalent of 2 GCSE'’s.
Pupils are graded a pass, merit or distinction. It will allow pupils to experience vocationally
related learning to enable them to decide if it is suitable for them to pursue into further
education or as a career.

Pupils must complete 2 compulsory units (2D and 3D visual communication and
contextual references in Art and Design), with optional unit decided by the teacher. These
can include Graphics or Textiles. The two compulsory units develop skills and
understanding which underpin all other art work regardless of type. Pupils will develop
skills in a wide range of media with a clear emphasis on working to briefs and relating
work to current artists and designers.

There is no exam, however students will be required to work under exam conditions at
points during the course.

Homework will be set on a regular basis and will involve visual studies and research.
Folders and sketch books will be provided.

At the end of the course pupils will be expected to hand in a portfolio of work, showing
that they have met all of the requirements for each of the units.
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BTEC DIPLOMA/ CERTIFICATE W @ €
IN HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE g) \QL ’
(4 orR 2 GCSE’s GRADE C+)

Exam Board: EDEXCEL
Head of Department: Miss P Williams

—

This new course replaces the current Double Award GCSE Health and Social Care
course. lItis open to all ability range of students and can be taken at Diploma level, which
is 6 units of study and equivalent to 4 GCSE’s at minimum C grade, or Certificate which is
3 Units of study and equivalent to 2 GCSE’s at minimum C grade. Which course you take
will depend on your Target Grade. The course is graded at Pass (C grade) Merit (B
grade) or Distinction (A or A* grade).

There are no exams to take with the BTEC course; students will be required to build up
portfolios’ of evidence — either 3 for the Certificate or 6 for the Diploma. The 3 or 6 units
within the award will be taken over a two year period. Building portfolios will encourage
students’ organisation and time management skills as they will have to meet deadlines
throughout the duration of the course.

Unit 1: You will be looking at different types of communication and how these vary with
different clients. You will be able to identify barriers to communication and methods used
to help overcome barriers.

Unit 2: Will develop pupils’ awareness of positive and negative influences on an
individual's health and well-being and how these factors can affect growth and
development, the different people and agencies that can support and motivate people
who are trying to improve their health.

Unit 3: You will have the opportunity to carry out two weeks work experience in the care
sector and be able to identify your own personal development and skills and look at job
opportunities in the HSC field.

Unit 6: Gives students the chance to identify and learn about the different stages of
development, different types of relationships, self concept and factors that can affect self
esteem.

Unit 9: Requires you to look at the dietary needs of individual and how these vary when a
client has additional needs or is poorly.

Unit 11: Is a fun Unit and gives you the chance to plan, prepare and present therapeutic
activities to meet different client groups’ social needs.

Speakers and visits will be arranged throughout the course.

It is a mandatory requirement of the course that you complete 60 hours work experience
for Unit 3, this will be done at the end of Year 10 when all Year 10 students complete their
work experience. You will, however, be required to do your work experience in the caring
sector — relating to Children, Adults, Elderly or people who have special needs.
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NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN ICT

Exam Board: OCR
Teacher in Charge: Miss D Jinks

This specialist course is of benefit to pupils who are particularly motivated in practical ICT
work and are looking for a qualification that has a direct relevance to future employment.

4 $ <

Pupils who choose this course must have a good track record of homework completion
and meeting deadlines. They should have a real interest in the use of current software
and as much of the work will involve using the internet, a computer with broadband
internet access and Office 2003 at home is essential.

Coursework details

There are 8 units of work:
e 1 x60 hour compulsory unit: “ICT Skills for Business” (covered in core ICT);
e 3 x additional 60 hour units;
e 4 x 30 hour units (one of which is covered in core ICT).

Each unit has a basic taught content followed by an individual project — based on a
predetermined brief provided by the school. Pupils produce a range of material to fulfil
the requirements of the brief, a selection of which is developed for inclusion in a portfolio.
The portfolio is a combination of paper based and electronic evidence and is marked
internally with a sample being externally moderated by the exam board.

> H# <

The links can be accessed at home by visiting www.ttsonline.net. Each has a detailed
introduction and a breakdown of tasks that needs to be carried out in order to fulfil the
brief. There are links to a range of supporting sites and suggestions for suitable
resources. Your support in encouraging the use of the website and the suggested links
would be most valuable.

Essential equipment at home:

e A PC with Windows XP and Office 2003
e Broadband internet access

LA ] G )
Pass Up to 4 GCSEs at grade C

Merit Up to 4 GCSEs at grade B

Distinction Up to 2 GCSEs at grade A* and 2 at grade A
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GCSE STATISTICS & AS
DECISION MATHS MODULE

Exam Board: Edexcel
Head of Department: Mrs V Small

GCSE statistics helps students to progress to AS level Mathematics whilst complimenting
the GCSE mathematics specification helping to enhance students performance and
achieve better results in both subjects.

The GCSE and AS module will enable students to acquire and develop a greater
understanding of the basic concepts of statistics, probability and decision Maths in ways
which encourages awareness and confidence in the subject and its applications to
everyday and real-life situations with which students are familiar.

The GCSE and AS module both follow the Edexcel examination board specifications
GCSE statistics comprises of a higher tier examination covering grades A* to D, 75%
weighting, and coursework 25%. This will be taken in the summer examination series in
2011.

The AS Decision Maths module will be taken by the students in Year 11 and consists of a
one hour 30 mins examination that is worth one third of the mathematics AS level.
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ENTERPRISE &
WORKING LIFE PACKAGE

Exam Board: AQA/OCR
Head of Department:. Mrs M Jones

The ‘package’ of courses listed below are designed to provide you with a

$ # % * Successful candidates should be able to
use this series of qualifications to develop and promote their %
when trying to gain employment or, to give you the % $
# # %

We have a small number of individual courses available, that you will study in small ‘bite
size’ units, each leading to G that are recognised in the workplace
or in further education.

The units of study would be:
+.+0) K7 % A

This course aims to encourage you to understand the notion of ‘Enterprise’ particularly
what makes an ‘enterprising individual’; how that individual can use the web to best use
those enterprising skills; how finance can be accessed by that enterprising individual and
the rights and responsibilities within the world of work or when working for yourself.

2 0) Hi+# / , + ) A

This course specifically aims to identify the personal qualities, knowledge, skills and
behaviour required of an enterprising person and how to improve upon these. We would
also hope to raise your awareness of the realities of planning and running a business
including promotion, attracting customers and managing money. The course also looks
at the sources of help and information available to businesses.

2 0) Hi A

This qualification aims to develop the basic knowledge of the workplace environment and
the ways in which the place of work is organised. We intend to examine the employee
and employer responsibilities within the workplace and we also spend time developing
interpersonal skills which are so important at work.

2 0) H78 E FA

This particular course has been developed in partnership with “Young Enterprise’ and
aims to provide you with a qualification that demonstrates that you have knowledge of an
enterprise environment through practical experience. This course seeks to encourage the
practical skills which would be of benefit in the workplace. We would also look to develop
your understanding of the responsibilities of the individual when contributing to a team
activity.
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CANNOCK CHASE HIGH SCHOOL —
KEY STAGE 4 OPTIONS

3+ - / 2 "2/ -

You must choose 2 23 or?2 23 7.

2 - Choose 4 subjects ONE from each Option Block (A, B, C, D)
2
2 7 -  Choose 1 subject from Option Block A;

1 subject (Double Award)

1 subject from Option Block D

You must also choose 2 reserve subjects from Option Blocks B and C as
there are limited places on the Applied/BTec GCSE courses.

+ , 5
Art Art Business Studies Business Studies
D & T Graphics Business Studies Drama Child Development
D&T RelS|stant D & T Graphics French Drama
Materials
D & T Resistant .
Drama Materials Child Development Geography
History Geography History
Music Physical Education German Maths Statistics
Physical . . Enterprise &
Education D & T Textiles History Working Life
Religious :
Education Music
D & T Textiles BTec Applied Art (Double Award)
Business Studies | BTec Health & Social Care (Double Award)
OCR National Certificate in ICT

If you have chosen a Double option you will need to choose a reserve for blocks B and C
Option — write a subject in each box.

Return the completed form to your tutor by 4 79 1% 7
(Late returns may not get their first choice subjects)

Signature: Date:
(Parent/Guardian)
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